


[bookmark: _GoBack]COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
April 12, 2021
  Meeting location:  ZOOM Online

Commission Members Present:   

	[bookmark: Check2]|X| Josh Pedrozo
	|_| Eva de Long
 
	|_|  District 2 Representative - Vacant
	|X| Shirley Brown
	|X|  Yvonnia Brown

	|X| Dr. Salvador Sandoval
	|X| Aaron Lequia
	|_| Paula Smith
	|_| Genevieve Valentine
	




Staff Present:  Tom Ebersole, Scott Waite, Marie Pickney, Xee Lor

Guests:  Steve Roussos, Monica Adrian, Ismael Munoz, Nicole Cortez, Rosa Barragan, Jennifer Xiong, Tamara Hamai

Call to Order

Commission Chair, Josh Pedrozo, called the Commission Meeting to order at 3:11 PM.

Pledge of Allegiance, and Roll Call 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by: Commissioner Shirley Brown

Attendance results noted above; a quorum was present. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS:

Public Opportunity to Speak on Any Matter within the Commission’s Jurisdiction
Members of the public were invited to come forward to speak. No members of the public came forward to speak.

Additions/Deletions to the Agenda:

There were no additions/deletions to the agenda.





CONSENT CALENDAR:

2021-04-039 Approval of Minutes for the February 8, 2021 Commission Meeting
2021-04-040 Approval of Expenditure through February 28, 2021
2021-04-041 Approval of Expenditure through March 31, 2021

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the Commissioners. There were none.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the public. There were none.

Commissioner Yvonnia Brown moved to approve Items #04 – 039 through #04 - 041.

Motion seconded by: Commissioner Aaron Lequia. The motion was unanimously passed with 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

PUBLIC HEARING:

2021-04-042 Public Hearing for FY 2019-2020 First 5 California Annual Report

Waite outlined and highlighted the public hearing for FY 2019-2020 First 5 California Annual Report. 

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the Commissioners. There were none.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the public. There were none.

Commissioner Yvonnia Brown moved to approve Item #04 – 042.

Motion seconded by: Commissioner Shirley Brown. The motion was unanimously passed with 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

REGULAR CALENDAR:

ACTION ITEM:

2021-04-043 Contract Extension for Hamai Consulting for FY 21/22

Waite outlined the request to extend the contract for Hamai Consulting for FY 21/22.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the Commissioners. There were none.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the public. There were none.


Commissioner Yvonnia Brown moved to approve Item #04 – 043.

Motion seconded by: Commissioner Shirley Brown. The motion was unanimously passed with 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

2021-04-044 Attribution and Ownership of Products from Hmong Culture Camp Innovation Grant

Waite went over the Hmong Culture Camp Innovation Grant that was approved by the Commission at the December 2020 First 5 Merced County (F5MC) Commission Meeting. Waite stated that the main deliverable on this contract was to develop a curriculum that focuses on Hmong language and culture and sharing it with young children and their families. Hmong Culture Camp proposed that they retain ownership of the curriculum and that there would be free-use of the curriculum by any pre-school or early education program operated by F5MC or the County of Merced. Waite stated that staff requests the Commission review, discuss, and take action regarding the contract language in regards to ownership of documents, use of the final product and use of the potential income generated by this product. There are four options that are outlined: Option A, Option B, Option C, and Option D.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the Commissioners. 

Commissioner Dr. Salvador Sandoval wanted to know what preference the representative of Hmong Culture Camp would prefer in the options that are being presented.
 
Waite stated that no one from Hmong Culture Camp is present but the invitation was sent to them to attend the meeting.

Y. Brown stated that she is leaning towards Option C but wanted to know what Waite recommended.

Waite presented his thoughts on all the options. Scott recommends that Option C.

Pedrozo commented that it is important to have grants like these because there is a need in the diverse community of Merced County.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the public. There were none.

Commissioner Yvonnia Brown moved to approve Item #04 – 044.

Motion seconded by: Commissioner Dr. Salvador Sandoval. The motion was unanimously passed with 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

2021-04-045 Final Budget Proposal for FY 21/22

Waite highlighted the Final Budget Proposal for FY 21/22. 

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the Commissioners. There were none.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the public. There were none.

Commissioner Shirley Brown moved to approve Item #04 – 045.

Motion seconded by: Commissioner Aaron Lequia. The motion was unanimously passed with 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

2021-04-046 Innovation Funding Application – Community Initiatives for Collective Impact – Food Distribution via Childcare Providers

Waite outlined the Innovation Funding Application for Community Initiatives for Collective Impact – Food Distribution via Childcare Providers.

Steve Roussos, Founding Co-Director of Community Initiatives for Collective Impact, commented that they sent out surveys and have received a tremendous amount of positive responses. Roussos stated that over the last year the organization has organized and distributed have been free so the idea is to replicate that free food model for childcare providers to distribute to children 0-5 and their families.

Pedrozo commented that having distributing food is especially important at this time and he is excited for this.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the Commissioners. There were none.

Pedrozo asked for questions or comments from the public. There were none.

Commissioner Dr. Salvador Sandoval moved to approve Item #04 – 046.

Motion seconded by: Commissioner Yvonnia Brown. The motion was unanimously passed with 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

Staff Report

Waite highlighted the First 5 Merced County Staff Report.

Pedrozo would like to take part in Advocacy Day. 


Commissioner Reports
  	
Lequia reported that his family is getting ready to welcome a new 0-5 addition. It’s going to be a boy.

Pedrozo introduced himself to the Commission. Pedrozo is looking forward to working with the group. Early childhood education and what is means to the community is important to him. Pedrozo stressed the importance of having access to early education for children 0-5. 

Dr. Sandoval welcomed Pedrozo to the Commission. Sandoval stated that Pedrozo’s background in education will be beneficial to the Commission. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:14 PM


The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on:

Monday, May 10, 2021 
at 3:00 PM
Location: ZOOM online (unless otherwise stated by State of California COVID-19 Guidance on Group Meetings)





